


needs” within our municipality it’s my belief that the current number of Councillors (9) remains the ideal 
number of Councillors. 

Further, the current boundaries lead to a projected number of voters well within the margins set within the 
Act.  

Ward Boundaries 

The Ward Boundaries in Model 1 best represent how Moonee Valley residents interact with their 
community. Boundaries in model 1 reflect communities of interest and, for the most part, keep suburbs 
together. This is especially evident when comparing “Strathmore” in Model’s 1 and 2. Model 1 keeps 
Strathmore and Strathmore Heights together - reinforcing that Strathmore (north of the Freeway) and 
Strathmore Heights have more to do with “old” Strathmore than they do with Airport West. Model 1 keeps 
the Niddrie community together and also Airport West and East Keilor.  

Whilst Model 2 uses “major” thoroughfares to split Ward boundaries, their boundaries make no sense when 
you think about how residents in those areas interact with their community.  

Ward Names 

I have no emotional attachment to the Ward names mentioned. They are “fine” but if they were changed in 
the final structure I would not be particularly disappointed.  

Community Engagement and Representation 

As mentioned previously, it is my belief that Moidel 1 best reflects communities of interest going forward 
and, for this reason, Model 1 is the model that should be implemented. 

If implemented, economic centres and sporting ovals will be within Wards where they are most likely to be 
used, so Councillors will have responsibilities for advocacy that best reflect the Community that will elect 
them.  

Conclusion 

Thank you for considering my submission. I believe that the adoption of Model 1 is in the best interest of 
Moonee Valley’s residents, ensuring fair and effective representation while respecting the rich diversity and 
unique character of our community. I look forward to discussing this further at Public Hearings when they 
are convened.  

Sincerely, 

Hamish Jones 
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